
The same survey asked additive users what they consider to be the top 

bene�ts of utilizing 3D printing. These were their top responses: 

In a 2019 survey, nearly 700 additive users were asked for what applications 

they utilize Additive Manufacturing (AM) to produce. Here are their responses: 

3D printing ben�ts & business value

Ways 3D printing is used today

Functional 
prototyping

Concept 
modeling

Manufacturing 
aids

Production 
parts

Bridge 
production

30% 28% 22% 12% 4%

Design complexity freedom - 30%

1. AM doesn’t abide by traditional rules 

2. Opportunities for lightweight structures, reduced 

 part count, & non-linear features

  Speed - 26%

  1. Produce parts on-demand

     2. Eliminate tooling 

        lead times 

Customization - 10%

1. AM doesn’t suffer from 

 economies of scale

2. Personalization of products 

3. Tailor to �t the customer

Risk mitigation - 9%

1. Minimized production waste

2. Reduced lifecycle impact of parts 

3. Eliminates the risk of obsolescence 

Manufacturing ef�ciency - 6%

1. Produce parts directly from digital data 

2. Little to no capital cost difference between 1 or parts

Supply chain optimization - 2%

1. Digitally-driven AM provides parts on-demand

2. Consumer driven supply chains 

3. Reduced transportation time and costs
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